
It’s November, one of my favorite months of the year.  It’s a time for 
family and friends to come together and celebrate all the wonderful things in 
our lives. And we must not forget, during a month which we celebrate Veter-
ans Day, many of these wonderful things are because of the Veterans who 
have served our country.  There is no way to thank our veterans for every-
thing they have sacrificed, but on Veterans Day, we have to try.  So thank 
you to all our service men and women, both past and present! 

The month of October was filled with assemblies, field trips and 
community activities which were embraced by everyone at LADSBS.  Re-
cent assemblies by the Miller Place and Sound Beach Fire Departments and 
“The Dirtmeister” were big hits.  The 3rd grade field trip to the Long Island 
Aquarium, which featured a butterfly exhibit, perfectly aligned with our sci-
ence curriculum.  And of course, our LADSBS students and parents came 
out in droves and showed their school spirit at the Homecoming Parade!  

All of us at LADSBS have started to collect non-perishable food for 
our food drives.  Please consider donating in any way that you can, and we 
are always looking for gift cards to the local supermarkets to support our ex-
tended Miller Place family members. 

 Please be sure to continue to check our website for important infor-
mation.  We will be sending home information about our morning clubs 
soon, and we will post additional copies of the permission slip online for you 
as well. 

 On behalf of everyone at the Laddie A. Decker Sound Beach School, 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving!  

Mr. Herrschaft would like to share . . . 
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November 2019 

Important Dates 
 

1   Picture Retake Day 

1      Kindness Rocks Project 
        Grade 5 

3      Daylight Savings Ends 

5  Superintendent’s  
Conference Day and  
Election Day—No Student  
Attendance 

8     ALS “Ride For Life”  
Assembly, All grades 

8    PTO Mardi Gras Night 

11  Veterans Day -
Schools Closed 

18-21  PTO Holiday Shoppe, 
LADSBS 

19   Athletes Helping Athletes, 

        Grade 5 

19    First Trimester Ends           
AMPS, LADSBS 

20   Board of Education 
       Meeting - 8:00 pm  

      @ MPHS 

26   Early Dismissal Drill -     
All buildings dismiss  
15 minutes early 

26   Report Cards Posted 

       AMPS, LADSBS 

27-29  Thanksgiving Recess
 Schools Closed 

 

 

 

The LADSBS Holiday Food Drive is in Progress   

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 

https://mppto.com/events/mardi-gras-casino-night-2019/


 The first trimester is almost over, and third graders have been very busy learning 
and having fun! 

 

Math 
 We have implemented numerous strategies to solve multiplication problems and 
discussed different multiplication properties such as the Commutative and Distributive 
Property of multiplication to help us solve problems. The Sprints are helping us become 
stronger with our multiplication facts. 

 

ELA   
 Students have been immersed in the Journey’s stories and have enjoyed reading books of different gen-
res of their own selection.  We’ve made story maps and charted character traits, which helped students analyze 
a character throughout the story.  

 

Social Studies 
 We sharpened our map skills by interpreting and making different kinds of maps.  We also hopped 
around the continents and oceans to find our place in the world.  Next stop...U.S.A.! 

 

 Science 
 We raised our caterpillars into beautiful butterflies, but the time came when we had to 
let them go so that they could carry on their life cycle.  We were able to witness, up-close and 
personal, different species of butterflies when we visited the Long Island Aquarium in River-
head.  Students enjoyed walking among the butterflies.  It was exciting to be a part of a butter-
fly’s world.  We also got to explore the underwater animals – it was a great field trip! 
 

Third Grade Thoughts . . . 
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Trustworthiness... 
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During the month of October, we were lucky enough to have visitors come from our local fire depart-
ments.  Representatives from both the Miller Place and Sound Beach Fire Departments came to talk to the kids 
about fire prevention in the home. Students were really able to see what great heroes we have in our communi-
ty.  Now, when the time “falls back” … don’t forget to change the batteries in your detectors at home!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we finish up the first NY State Module in math, students and teachers are preparing for the end of 
module test on place value.  We decided to put off Module 2 until later on in the year, so we all are starting 
Module 3: Multiplication and Division.  You can find the complete Mod 3 Lessons we teach and your child’s 
homework here:   https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-4-mathematics-module-3  

It is important that students know their multiplication facts up to and through the 12’s.  There are many 
great websites to help our 4th grade students interactively practice on the computer as well.  Put these sites in 
your favorites menu at home! 
  http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/penguin-jump 

 http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/pumpkin-patch 

 http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/ping-pong-panda 

 Also, please encourage your child to practice their facts on the REFLEX math website.  This program 
is great for math fluency for all students. 

All fourth graders will be reading the same book, Phineas L. MacGuire Gets Slimed, in their class-
rooms and everyone will be doing activities that go along with this great read!  This novel is of high interest, 
and the students really enjoy the scientific adventures of Phineas! 

Parents, please help us out with your child at home by practicing their math facts and by checking  
organizers each evening.  Thank you for all you do to make learning a valuable experience in your home! 

Fourth Grade Focus . . .  

Respect... 

Physical Education Fun. . .  
 As the air becomes cooler and crisper, we will be moving our classes inside to start the skill-
based unit of throwing and catching.  We may also be spending part of our time outside, with weather 
permitting of course.  Students will learn and review over and underhand throwing as well as catching 

many different types of balls.  Students will also engage in crazy and wacky throwing and catching games and 
activities that are sure to spark the interest of every student. 

 The skill of throwing and catching is great for hand and eye coordination and is a building block for 
many team sports as well as lifetime activities!  

https://www.engageny.org/resource/grade-4-mathematics-module-3
http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/penguin-jump
http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/pumpkin-patch
http://www.multiplication.com/games/play/ping-pong-panda
https://www.reflexmath.com/
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Responsibility... 

Fifth Grade Flash . . . 
 Our fifth graders have adjusted nicely and are enjoying all the exciting lessons and activities we have 
been involved in! We created our annual fifth grade picture on the blacktop which will be in our yearbook 
and also be used in a special project with Mrs. Arancio!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The fifth grade classes are all delving into Module 2 in math and wrapping up their Rocks and Miner-
als science kits. These are always a huge hit with the students who enjoy doing the variety of experiments on 
their rock and mineral samples. In Social Studies we are getting deeper into our learning of the ancient civili-
zations of the western hemisphere. During our ELA block, we continue with our Journey’s lessons and a vari-
ety of classroom novels.  

 A special project the students have started is rock painting. This is our third year 
with painting “kindness rocks”, however, this year we put a special emphasis to create 
rocks for the Andrew Rocks Foundation. These rocks will come home with the students and 
they can find a special place in our community to place them. We will be coming together 
as a grade level on November 1st to write inspirational messages on them!  

 The entire school is going to be participating in our annual food drive for the month of November. 
Please consider sending in a nonperishable food item with your child to add to our donations! It is a wonder-
ful way for the students to get involved and learn about giving back to this wonderful community we live in.  

Speech Stirrings . . .  

                Speech-Language Impairments 

By: American Speech-Language-Hearing Association  

 Reading Rockets: Helping Children with Communication Disorders in Schools 
 

 How many children receive treatment for speech and language disorders in the schools? 

The number of children with disabilities, ages 3-21, served in the public schools under the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B in Fall 2003 was 6,068,802 (in the 50 states, D.C. and outlying are-
as). Of these children, 1,460,583 (24.1%) received services for speech or language disorders. This estimate 
does not include children who have speech/language problems secondary to other conditions. 



 This year the LADSBS Thanksgiving Food Drive runs from October 22nd— 
November 15th and is currently under way!  

 To ensure that we get a broad selection of food during our collection, we are asking each grade level to 
bring in different items: 3rd Grade “Breakfast Items”, 4th Grade “Pantry Items” and 5th Grade “Thanksgiving 
Table Items”.  We are even accepting personal care and pet food items this year as well!  As always, we are so 
grateful for the generosity shown by the LADSBS students, staff and families.  

 For more information, contact your child’s classroom teacher, Mrs. Arancio or click here.   

 

Community Corner . . .  
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Fairness... 

        3rd Grade  

“Breakfast Items” 

 Pancake Mix 

 Juice Boxes 

 Granola Bars 

 Oatmeal/Dry Cereal 

 Jam/Jelly 

 Peanut Butter 

 Apple Sauce/Fruit cups 

 Coffee/Tea 

           4th Grade  

     “Pantry Items” 

 Chicken/Veg Broth 

 Pasta/Rice 

 Mac & Cheese 

 Taco/Enchilada Kits 

 Canned Tuna/Chicken 

 Canned/Boxed Soup 

 Canned Tomatoes 

 Pasta Sauce 

             5th Grade  

     “Thanksgiving Items” 

 Boxed Mashed Potatoes 

 Stuffing Mix 

 Canned Vegetables 

 Cake/Brownie Mixes 

 Cranberry Sauce 

 Canned Turkey Gravy 

 Biscuit mix 

Drop-Off 

Grade 3—Room 157 

Grade 4—Room 101 

Grade 5—Room 123 

All food should be “non-perishable” and please no glass jars! 

School Spirit . . .  
Our students and staff really enjoyed  
participating in the Spirit Week activities. 
Way to show your Miller Place pride!   

The highlight of our “Start with Hello” week was “Tropical Thursday Teach-
er Trivia”.  During lunch, students teamed up with tablemates in the cafeteria 
to work together to try and answer “fun facts” about their teachers.  We had 
about 20 fifth grade volunteers helping out by reading the questions to 3rd 

and 4th graders at their tables and cheering them on!   

https://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/cms/lib/NY02208586/Centricity/Domain/535/Food%20drive%20Flyer%202019.pdf


Nurse’s Note . . . 
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Caring... 

Fight the Flu at Home and School! 
Flu or influenza, spreads easily and can make people very sick, especially kids.  
You can help stop the flu! 

Flu symptoms include: 

Fever or chills, body aches, cough, sore throat, headache, runny or stuffy nose, feel-
ing very tired.  Some people, especially children, may have stomach problems and 
diarrhea.  Unlike a cold, the flu comes on very suddenly. 

Prevent flu! 

 Flu vaccine is the best protection against the flu.  It is recommended every year for everyone 6 months 
and older. 

 Get the flu vaccine for you and your children every year!  It helps make flu sickness milder or prevents 
it all together. 

 Getting the vaccine early in the fall means you and your children will be protected when flu season 
starts. 

 Ask people close to your children, like babysitters and relatives, to get the vaccine too. 

 The vaccine is especially important for people with certain health conditions, like asthma, diabetes, 
heart or lung conditions because the flu can make them even sicker. 

If your child gets the flu: 

 Your child will need plenty of rest and lots of fluids. 

 Keep your child home from school for at least 24 hours after their fever is gone without using fever-
control medicine.  This helps avoid giving the flu to others. 

 Talk with your child’s  health care provider before giving a child any over-the-counter medicine. 

 Never give your child or teenager aspirin or any medicine that has aspirin in it. Aspirin can cause seri-
ous problems. 

 If your child gets flu symptoms and is younger than 5 or has a medical condition like asthma, diabetes, 
or heart or lung disease, call their health care provider.  Young children and those with certain medical 
conditions are at greater risk for getting seriously ill from the flu.  Ask their health care provider if they 
recommend an antiviral drug. 

 If you are worried about your child, call their health care provider. 

Don’t spread the flu! 

 Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 

 If soap and water aren’t handy, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 

 Cough or sneeze into a tissue or your elbow, not your hands. Put used tissues in the trash. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.  That’s how germs spread. 

 Stay away from people who are sick. 
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Citizenship... 

Art-I-Facts . . .  

Music Musings…      
Band News  

 Mrs. Kirby and the 5th Grade Band would like to congratulate Tristan Luise, Jett Jakahi, Grace Walker, 
and Jane Delaney who were nominated to perform in this year’s SCMEA concert.  Congratulations on your 
nomination! 

 The 4th Grade Band musicians are working really hard to learn how to play their instruments and read 
music.  You are doing a phenomenal job so far!  Thank you for all of the practice minutes being handed in – 
your work is showing! 

 Orchestra News 

 The Orchestra students are continuing to work hard on perfecting their new concert music!  We are 
practicing new techniques and note-name fluency in lessons and preparing for Seating Auditions during the 
second/third week of November.  We’re blending and starting to sound like a true ensemble!  Our Winter 
Concert is coming up next month: Wednesday, December 4th!  Make sure you’re getting those practice 
minutes in!! 

 Chorus News 

 November is bringing beautiful music from the LADSBS Chorus!  We are working hard 
on singing harmonies, different parts and memorizing our lyrics.  The students are thinking 
about blending our voices, singing posture and working on the different types of rounds in their 
songs!  Our Winter Concert is just on the horizon on Wednesday, December 4th.  Keep up the great work!  

 October brought some spooooooooky and seasonal lessons to the art 
room! Third Graders are learning all about values of orange by creating in-
credible paintings of pumpkins.   
 Fourth graders completed paintings of dragon eyes, using their crea-
tivity and knowledge of the color wheel. 
 Fifth graders took a trip to Mexico to learn all about El Dia De Los 
Muertos.  We are currently creating our own Calaveras, or sugar skulls, to 
celebrate the holiday on November 1st. 

Marvelous Math . . . 
Challenge Children to Explain their Critical Thinking Process 

 Are you looking for a way to help improve your child’s math ability? Have him/ her explain 
their math thinking to you. Taking the time to explain how an answer was arrived at can build 
greater understanding of a topic and increase your child’s confidence. Try this example: 25 x 14 =? 
Ask your child how s/he arrived at the solution and you will find that communication is key. For 

example: Apply the distributive property to solve. 25 x 10 is 250 and 25 x 4= 100. (There are four quarters in a 
dollar.) 250 +100 = 350.  

Another strategy would be to write down each step that your child gives you “exactly as s/he words it”. 
This helps students see that they need to be clear and use appropriate math vocabulary. The earlier our stu-
dents get comfortable in daily math conversations the more successful they will be!  



                      

       Central Office Administration 

Dr. Marianne Cartisano, Superintendent of Schools 
Seth Lipshie, Deputy Superintendent 

Susan Craddock, Assistant Superintendent 
Sandra Wojnowski, Executive Director for Educational Services 

Colleen Card, School Business Official 
Ron Petrie, Administrator for Physical Education, Health,  

Athletics and Intramurals 
Kurt Roth, Administrator for Instruction and Data Reporting 

Barbara A. Weir, Director of Technology 
Dennis Warsaw, Director of Facilities 

Jeremy Koch, Administrator for Pupil Personnel Services 
Donald Pearce, District Treasurer  
     Patricia Morbillo, District Clerk 

Board of Education 

Johanna Testa, President 
Richard Panico, Vice President 
Noelle Dunlop, Trustee 
Keith Frank, Trustee 
Lisa Reitan, Trustee  

 Early Pick Up: When you know ahead of time that you will be picking your child 
up from school, it is very helpful that you send a note in to that effect.  If anyone 
other than a parent picks a child up from school, we require a written note from the 
parent, even if the person picking up is on your contact card.  If your appoint-
ment/plans are cancelled and you find you no longer need to pick your child up, 
please call to let us know.  When we have a note saying that a parent will be picking 
a child up from school, we will not send him/her on the bus unless we receive a call. 

 Emergency Closing Information: Green “Emergency Closing” forms were sent 
home over the summer. If you have not already done so, please provide information 
as to how your child will travel home in the event of an early school closing due to 
an emergency or inclement weather.  If your child attends SCOPE after-school child 
care, be reminded that after-care closes in the event of an emergency early dismis-
sal.  Please let us know your alternate arrangements, and make sure to have the 
forms back to us before November 15th. 

 

Helpful Hints... 

“The sum of us is greater 
than all our parts.” 

Maya Angelou 

 EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 

Citizenship...We help others! 

Don’t Forget . . . 
Schools will be closed on:  

November 5th—Superintendent’s Conf. Day 

November 11th—Veterans Day 

November 27-29th—Thanksgiving Recess 

 


